Crash Into Me 

By: Tuula Hoiska Fai
Recently, I saw the movie Crash.  In the film, characters from different racial backgrounds clash in a variety of stressful situations that serve to heighten their distrust and hostility.  Eventually, the characters’ lives weave together, forming relationships that result either in reconciliation or self-destruction.

While watching the film, I was aghast at how easily fear, misunderstanding, and anger escalate into violence.  By the movie’s end, my own family was bickering and irritable.

The next morning, I met with Rev. Diana who said that unity is the greatest challenge facing humankind.  She pointed to the division within the Episcopal Church and encouraged us to heed Paul’s wisdom in 1 Corinthians 12:

“For just as the body is one and yet has many parts ... so it is with us ... we were baptized into one body and privileged to drink from one Spirit.  For the body does not consist of only one part, but of many.  God has arranged the parts, every one of them, … according to his plan.”

In other words, we are all in communion, or co-union, with one another.  Rev. Diana makes it her personal responsibility to build unity, locally and globally.  When a person approaches her in anger, she asks, “How can I best help this person?”  She also supports the Millennial Goals by contributing to numerous far-reaching projects.  

Kent Ira Groff, a theologian teaching at St. Thomas, agrees with Rev. Diana.  Rev. Kent states, “It’s the inability to say, ‘I may not be right’ that causes war.  There is a certain uncertainty we need to have.  As in James 1:19, ‘You must understand this, my beloved, let everyone be quick to listen and slow to speak, slow to anger.”

Rev. Kent mused that he once wrote the following poem when he could think of nothing to write; in a few short lines, he had everything.  

I write about nothing

No thing

No thing really matters

Only relationships.

I realized the truth of Rev. Diana’s and Rev. Kent’s words while reading the book, The Shack, by Willie Paul Young and Mack Phillips.  In the book, Mack receives a letter from God—or Papa—asking him to meet at the cabin where his daughter was abducted and murdered three years earlier.  Mack spends the weekend with God the Trinity—Papa, Jesus, and Holy Ghost, or Sarayu meaning “wind.”  

Through conversations with Papa, Jesus, and Sarayu, Mack comes to know God.  In almost every dialogue, God underscores the importance of living in him/her and being in loving relationship.  For example, God says:

“Love and relationship is possible for you only because it already exists within me [the Trinity].  We have no concept of authority among us, only unity.  We are in a circle of relationship.  You were made in our image.  To be in relationship with me and one another [is] to join our circle of love.  If you truly learned to regard each other’s concerns, there would be no need for hierarchy.”

When Mack asks:

Why do most people not live in unity? God replies:

“When you chose to play God
…you chose power and independence over relationship.  This results in evil…and death…because apart from me, you can draw only upon yourself.  Others become objects to be manipulated…[with] many sacrificed for the survival of the system.  This is behind every power struggle, prejudice, war, and abuse.”

Why has God not forced us to live in loving relationship? God answers: 

“To force my will on you is exactly what love does not do.  Genuine relationships are marked by submission.  That’s the beauty of [the Trinity], we are indeed submitted to one another…[and] to you.  Submission is all about relationships of love and respect…not authority and obedience.”

What can I do to know God better? God responds:

“I am not about performance or man-made structures; I am about being.  I came to give you Life to the fullest.  My life indwelling in you requires a dynamic, active union as you live out of relationship to me.  All I want from you is to trust me with what little you can, and grow in loving people around you with the same love I share with you.
”  

As Mack watches Papa, Jesus, and Sarayu interact, he says, “I have never seen three people share with such simplicity and beauty.  Each seems more aware of the others than of him/herself.”  Being around this love helps Mack let go of judgment and love and trust God.  He recognizes that God can redeem any pain caused by our false independence and bad choices—even the pain of losing his daughter.  With this realization comes forgiveness, opening the way for greater redemption and unity.   

At the book’s end, we see Mack with a new sense of freedom that comes from living in God.  He’s in greater unity with all because he has surrendered to a new kind of revolution—one of love and compassion.  

This New Year’s, we are invited to live in Christ so we may see, as poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning did, that:

“Earth’s crammed with heaven,

And every common bush afire with God!”

Amen.

� This is a reference to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.


� God says those who love him come from every system…Buddhists, Baptists, [those] not part of any religion, etc.





